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 2009 S OULFREE ADVENTURES  |  GREAT OCEAN WALK FOR THE BUDGET TRAVELLER 

 

TRIP NOTES 
Package: Great Ocean Road Walk for the Budget Traveller 

Type: Self Guided  

Duration: 6 Days 

Code: SG1005 

Inclusions:  

V 5 nights 3 star accommodation in comfortable άretroέ styled van or 
cabin (bunk) 

V All walking shuttle transfers during the trip 
V All National Park permits 
V Customised walking itinerary ς we can modify our itinerary to suit you!! 
V 24 hour emergency help line during walk  
V Exclusive walkersΩ track notes 
V Pre-Arrival information including recommend clothing & equipment lists 
V Annotated & marked topographic walking map (one per couple) 

Price:    AUD $890.00 incl GST per person 

Terms:  

V 30% deposit required to secure your booking 
V Balance required 45 days prior to date of departure 
V Please refer to our website for our full terms and conditions 
V We accept direct deposit or cheque payments 
V Higher prices may apply for walks booked over Public Holidays 
V Single supplements apply 

 
Itinerary 

Day One  

Drive yourselves down to your accommodation in the Otways. Full details will 
be provided in our Pre Trip information which will be mailed to you together 
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 2009 S OULFREE ADVENTURES  |  GREAT OCEAN WALK FOR THE BUDGET TRAVELLER 

with your track notes & maps once you have paid 
your deposit to secure your booking. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk   |   Apollo Bay to Blanket Bay (5 ς 6 hrsi) 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΥ 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ walk is a good 
introduction to this 
stunning coastal walk and 
sees you start to tackle the 
άƳƛƭŘ ǎƛŘŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ Ŝŀǎǘ 
of Cape Otway. Starting 
from Apollo Bay you follow 
the coast to Marengo 
where the marked trail 
continues through the 
Marengo  Caravan Park on 
the Point.  
  
At Marengo try and spy seals basking on the reefs off 
the point. 

Walking Shuttle Arrangements 

Our shuttle driver will collect you daily from your accommodation 

at a time you pre-arrange with him. 

He will also collect you each afternoon however you need to 

confirm the collection details (place & time) with him. He will 

allow some leeway with your estimations but also has other 

shuttles to complete daily. 

You should exchange phone numbers with him when you first 

meet him. 

¶ Seal colony on Henty Reef off the point at 

Marengo 

¶ Coastal walk from Marengo to Shelley Beach 

(rock platforms, sandy beaches & sheltered 

coves 

¶ View towards Blanket Bay from Grassy Hill 

¶ Cool and shaded forest walking 

¶ Blanket Bay and (perhaps) a welcome swim! 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Johanna beach 

 

Figure 2 Elliott River 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: 

This walking itinerary is a guide 

only ς it is intended to be used in 

conjunction with your Walking 

aŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΩ 

Track Notes mailed to you with 

your Pre Trip information. 
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From Marengo enjoy a classic short coastal walk as 
you traverse sandy coves and rock platforms before 
climbing big Grassy Hill and emerging at aptly named 
Shelley Beach. 
 
Follow the trail uphill from Elliott River past the 
IƛƪŜǊǎΩ /ŀƳǇ ŀǘ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘ wƛŘƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
through the forest is most enjoyable ς keep your 
eyes peeled for evidence of sugar gliders and the 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ hǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
descends to historic Blanket Bay and the end of our 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ If conditions permit, Blanket Bay 
is a popular swimming location. 
 
Distances:  
 
Apollo Bay to Marengo:  3.2km 
Marengo to Shelley Beach: 4.7km 
Shelley Beach to Blanket Bay: 13.0km 
Total:     20.9km 
Grade:    Medium 
 
Day Two 
 
Walk | Blanket Bay to Cape Otway  |  Distance 
approx  14.0km with detours (5-6 hrs) 

After your shuttle transfer to Blanket Bay, you 
should take the time to explore this picturesque and 
historic bay before making your way along the trail 
to Parker River. This section is stunning as it winds its 
way through glorious stands of tea tree, stringybark, 
messmate and grass trees with tantalising ocean 
views and glimpses.  

From Parker River, follow the trail around to Point 
Franklin. Detour here to take in the spectacular 
views towards Cape Otway from Point Franklin, as 
well as the detour to Crayfish Bay. 

 

 

Figure 3 Elliott Ridge 

 

Figure 4 Manna Gums near Cape 
Otway 

 

Figure 5 Rugged coastline near Parker 
Inlet 

 

Figure 6 Cape Otway from Pt Franklin 
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Crayfish Bay makes an ideal spot for lunch and if 
weather permits, enjoy a swim in its clear fresh 
waters.  

From Crayfish Bay follow the track up the hill to 
Parker Hill where you should see koalas grazing in 
the manna gum trees. Follow the trail to the historic 
and heritage listed lightstation where you may 
choose to visit (not included). 

From the lightstation car park, you can follow paths 
over Payter Hill (excellent views over lightstation and 
Otway Reef) all the way to your accommodation (full 
details provided in pre trip information). 

Distances:  
 
Blanket Bay to Parker River  4.0km 
Parker River to Cape Otway  5.6km 
Crayfish Bay detour   2.0km 
Cape Otway to accommodation  2.2km 
Total:      13.8km 
Grade:     Medium 
 
Day Three 
 
Walk | Cape Otway to Castle Cove  |  Distance 
approx  18.5km with detours (6-7 hrs) 

Past historic Cape Otway Lightstation you should 
stop in at the old cemetery and pause to reflect on 
the tough and often tragic life lived by the earlier 
Lighthouse Keepers and Assistants and their families. 
More information on the lives of the early 
lightstation keepers, assistants and their families is 
available at the Cape Otway lightstation.  
 
Our trail follows the rocky and at times barren cliff 
top escarpment above remote and isolated Station 
Beach. Detours to Rainbow Falls and Station Beach 
are recommended if time and conditions allow.  

 

Figure 7 Cape Otway Lightstation 

 

Figure 8 Johanna Beach 

 

Figure 9 Aire River bridge  
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If low tide permits, 
walking for some 
distance along magical 
Station Beach is an 
option. Once you gain 
the Escarpment lookout 
(with superb views over 
the Aire River mouth and 
beach), it is a short walk 
through tea-tree and 
tertiary dunes to gain the 
Aire River campgrounds. 
 
From popular Aire River our walk traverses typical 
coastal scrub: coastal bearded heath, coastal 
rosemary, coastal wattle and the sharp and spiky 
άtǊƛŎƪƭȅ aƻǎŜǎέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
escarpment and continue alongside the beach to 
Castle Cove. 

Distances (including detour): 

Cape Otway to Aire River  10.0km 
Rainbow Falls detour  3.0km 
Aire River to Castle Cove   5.5km 
Total:     18.5km 
Grade:    Medium 
 
Day Four 
 
Walk | Castle Cove to Melanesia gate  |  Distance 
approx  15.0km (6-7 hrs) 

From Castle Cove our walk takes us through a 
stunning section featuring a surprising array of 
native Australian plants. We pass through stands of 
grass trees, stringybark, she-oaks, casuarinas and 
heath before emerging on the remote stretch of 
Johanna Beach. 
 

Rainbow Falls detour: 

Follow the marked trail over the 

thoughtfully constructed walking 

boards to Station Beach. A 1.5km 

walk to the south around a rocky 

point brings you to the unique 

formation of Rainbow Falls. 

 

Figure 10 Walking above Station 
Beach 

 

 

Figure 11 Johanna 

 

Figure 12 Johanna beach walking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13 Rainbow Falls 

 

Figure 14 Protecting sensitive areas 

 

Figure 15 Above Station Beach 

 

Figure 16 Aire River 
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Johanna Beach is popular with surfers and 
fishermen ~ it is also rich in wildlife: keep your 
eyes open for tiny hooded plovers, crested terns 
and sea eagles, as well as the ubiquitous sea gulls. 
After crossing the shallow Johanna River you arrive 
at popular Johanna campground. Continue 
through this and take the trail up the hill through 
farmland west of the campground.  
 
¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŀƭƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǉǳƛŜǘ 
country roads between Johanna and Melanesia 
Beach.  
 
Distances:  
 
Castle cove to Johanna  6.9km 
Johanna to Melanesia gate 8.0km 
Total     14.9km 
Grade:    Medium 
 
Day Five 
 
Walk | Melanesia gate  to Moonlight Head  |  
Distance approx  12.0km (5-6 hrs) 

Today is your hardest day of walking ς it is also 

undoubtedly the most spectacular.  

A short 2.3km downhill walk brings you to 

stunning Melanesia Beach. A remote and beautiful 

beach Melanesia is surrounded by cliffs. The 

cannonball rock faces are a known feature (see 

photo in sidebar opposite). These were caused 

eons ago by stones being rolled along the ocean 

floor becoming embedded in the sand. 

East of the beach the towering Lion Headland juts 

steeply into the sea. To the south west stand the 

rugged promontories of Cape Volney and Point 

 

 

Figure 17 Melanesia Beach 

 

Figure 18 Walking Melanesia Beach 

 

Figure 19 Stunning views | Ryans Den 

 

Figure 20 Walking Melanesia Beach 

 

Figure 21 Moonlight Head 

 

 

 

 

 


