
 

NORTHERN BOGONG HIGH PLAINS CIRCUIT 
 
TRACK SECTION:   HEATHY SPUR TO WARBY CORNER TO ROPER HUT  
    RETURN TO BASE OF HEATHY SPUR  
DISTANCES:    REFER TO TABLE 
    

PIT TOILET AT EDMONSON, JOHNSON & ROPER 
 HUTS 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TABLE OF DISTANCES 
 

LEG OF WALK DISTANCE (km) 
Heathy Spur to Warby Corner 8.0 
Edmonson Hut detour from AWT intersection 2.0 
Spion Kopje detour from Warby Corner 10.0 
Roper Hut return to Warby Corner  5.0 
Johnson Hut detour from AWT intersection 2.0 
Warby Corner to BHP Road via Big River Fire Track   6.4 
BHP Road to Heathy Spur 2.0 

 
Highlights: 
 

 360 degree views from all the peaks 

 Views towards the Jaithmathangs, Fainters & southern Bogong High 
Plains from Spion Kopje 

 Views of Mount Bogong (Victoria’s highest mountain) from Roper Hut 

 Mountain  huts: Edmonson’s, Johnson’s and Roper’s Huts 
 
Introduction 
The northern Bogong High Plains (BHP) circuit is a “must do” on any visit to the 
high plains. Sprawling rambling open heathland with occasional copses of 
snowgum typify much of the terrain. In winter these plains are covered in snow 
giving the heath and snowgum its characteristic hardiness. All the peaks are 
worth a visit but some of the better views can be had from Mt Nelse and Nelse 
North, Spion Kopje and of course from Timms Lookout, perched on the 
northern end of the BHP.  
 

 

Water:  Nelse Creek  @ Edmonson Hut 
Water:  Duane Creek  @ Roper Hut 
Water:  Hollonds Creek  @ Johnson Hut 
Water:  Watchbed Creek @ Big River Fire Track 
Water:           @ Rocky Valley Dam 

Possible 

water filling 

spots 



 OUR WALK STARTS at the base of the appropriately named Heathy Spur, 
around 500 metres from the eastern end of the dam wall over Rocky 
Valley Storage. From here the track winds initially through snowgum 
before climbing into more heathland and winding along Heathy Spur for 
4.5km to its intersection with the Alpine Walking Track (AWT). 

  

 HEATHY SPUR: From the Heathy spur / AWT intersection it is a further 1.5 
km walking to the important Warby Corner intersection. It is from here 
the detour out to Spion Kopje commences. On the way to Warby Corner 
you pass the detour to Edmonson Hut to the west of the track. Edmonson 
Hut is located amongst some remarkable old gnarled snowgums (2.0km 
return detour) west of the AWT and the track into the hut is signposted. 
This hut is a welcome place for a rest in the grass outside in the shade. It is 
also a popular camping location all year round. Water can usually be 
reliably obtained from Nelse Creek west of the hut. The track to the creek 
continues beyond the long drop toilet north of the hut.  

 

 SPION KOPJE (optional detour): Spion Kopje was named after the famous 
Battle of Spion Kop (Spioenkop in Africaans) fought near Ladysmith (Kwa Zulu 
Natal, South Africa) from 23-24 January, 1900 as part of the Second Boer 
War (and a famous English defeat1). Notably several topographic features 
in Victoria now bear this name. It is detour of around 10.0 km (return to 
Warby Corner) to Spion Kopje. It is an easy walk out to Spion Kopje 
through open grass plains. The views to the south from the Trig Point on 
top of Spion Kopje make this walk very worthwhile and provide a real feel 
for the geography of the Bogong High Plains. The final uphill return to 
Warby Corner can be testing.  

 

 ROPER HUT: from Warby Corner our walk continues north along the AWT 
to the intersection with the track out to Timms Lookout (6.4 km return 
from here if you’re feeling fit!) The track descends gently, entering the 
snowgum before we emerge in the delightfully snowgum-shaded grassy 
clearing in which the hut resides. The hut is located on the upper reaches 
of Duane Spur and was originally an old cattlemen’s hut popular with 
bushwalkers accessing Mount Bogong from the BHP via Duane Spur. It was 
burnt down in the devastating alpine bushfires of January 2003 before 
finally being rebuilt in 2008. Water can usually be obtained from the creek 
north of the hut. This track is easy to find.   

 

 MOUNT NELSE NORTH AND MOUNT NELSE: on our return from Warby 
Corner a worthwhile route is take a line over the summits of Mt Nelse 

                                                           
1
 Reference: Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Spion_Kop 



 

North and Mt Nelse to the east of the AWT. These provide intriguing 
easterly views towards the valleys of the Big River and the Mitta, as well 
as pleasant alpine walking through the meadows and heath.  

 

 
 
 

 

 JOHNSON HUT: an optional 
detour, this delightful little hut is 
located in the headwaters of Hollonds 
Creek south east of Mount Nelse. It 
makes a lovely shady spot for lunch 
relaxing on the shaded grass and water 
can usually be obtained from Hollond’s 
Creek. 

(left: members of Alpine Search and Rescue Victoria 

outside Johnson’s Hut during their 2008 Winter Training exercise) 

  

 RETURN TO HEATHY SPUR CAR PARK: from Mount Nelse we return past 
the Heathy Spur walking track and the area marked on your map as The 
Park to the intersection with the Marum Point Track. We continue in a 
westerly direction, taking the Big River Fire Track (a rutted four wheel 
drive track) down past Watchbed Creek to its intersection with the 
recently sealed Bogong High Plains Road beside Rocky Valley Storage Dam. 
We return along the road in a westerly direction for around 2.0 km to our 
car at the base of Heathy Spur.    

 


